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Bef or e: Judge Carl son

This case was fully heard upon the nerits in Denver,
Col orado. Before the matter was taken up for decision, the
parties asked for tine in which to work out a settl enent.

The parties have now subnmitted a settl enment agreenment which
i f approved, would resolve all pending issues.

Specifically, the parties agree that respondent violated the
standard charged in the citation, but did so in reliance upon the
erroneous verbal representations of an MSHA district official as
to the requirenents of the standard.

The Secretary therefore seeks to anmend the proposed civil
penalty fromthe $79.00 originally sought to the sum of $1.00.
Condi ti oned upon the approval of the agreenment, Dorchester noves
for leave to withdraw its notice of contest.

Havi ng heard all of the evidence in this case, and having
consi dered the representations made in the settl enent agreenent,
I am convinced that the terns of the agreenent are wholly
appropri ate.

Accordingly, the settlenent agreenent i s ORDERED approved in
its entirety. Respondent, Dorchester Coal Conpany, is ORDERED to
pay a civil penalty of $1.00 within 40 days of the date of this
deci si on.

John A. Carlson
Admi ni strative Law Judge



