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DEC!I SI ON APPROVI NG SETTLEMENT
Before: Judge Merlin

The Solicitor has filed a notion to approve settlenents of
the three violations involved in this matter. The origina
assessnents total ed $1, 800, and the proposed settlenments tota
$600.

Citation No. 2364967 was issued for a violation of 30 C.F.R
056. 14A1 when an inspector observed that the clinker be
conveyor tail pulley was not guarded. The original assessnment for
this violation was $600, and the proposed settlenment is $200. The
original assessnent was based on the operator's failure to abate
the violation which had been previously reported to managenent by
t he conpany's safety departnent. The Solicitor advises however,
that the violation itself was of |ow gravity and that the
operator which is |large has an exceptionally small prior history
of violations. Also the proposed settlenment is alnbst tw ce as
much as woul d have been assessed under the regul ar fornula.
accept the Solicitor's representati ons and approve the proposed
settlenent. However, a failure to abate pronptly is a matter for
concern and the operator should take steps to see this does not
happen again because if it does, | will not accept such a
settlenent fromthe Solicitor regarding this operator

Citation Nos. 2364968 and 2364969 were issued for violations
of 30 CF.R [56.9A7 and 30 C.F. R [56.11A12, respectively. An
i nspector observed | ack of an energency stop cord on the clinker
belt and unguarded openings at the tail pulley area of the belt.
The Solicitor advises that the same considerations already set
forth apply here as well. Accordingly, | approve the proposed
settlements of $200 for each of these violations.



~82
Accordingly, the operator is ORDERED TO PAY $600 within 30 days
of the date of this decision.

Paul Merlin
Chi ef Admi nistrative Law Judge



