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SECRETARY OF LABOR, : Cl VIL PENALTY PROCEEDI NG
M NE SAFETY AND HEALTH :
ADM NI STRATI ON ( MSHA) , : Docket No. VA 92-129
Petitioner : A. C. No. 44-06533-03534
V. :
M ne No. 1

DI XIE M NI NG COVPANY, | NC.,
Respondent

DECI SI ON APPROVI NG SETTLEMENT

Appearances: Javier |. Romanach, Esq., Ofice of the Solicitor,
U S. Departnment of Labor, Arlington, Virginia, for
the Secretary;

Sam Bl ankenshi p, President, Dixie Mning Conpany,
Inc., Bristol, Virginia, for Respondent.

Before: Judge Maurer

This case is before ne upon a petition for assessment of
civil penalty under section 105(d) of the Federal M ne Safety and
Heal th Act of 1977 (the Act). At hearing, on Novenmber 24, 1992,

i n Abingdon, Virginia, after the conpletion of testinony, the
parties nmade a notion to approve a settlenment agreenent and to
di smss the case. A reduction in penalty from $500 to $150 was
proposed. | have considered the representati ons, docunentation
and trial testinmony submitted in this case, and | concl ude that
the proffered settlenment is appropriate under the criteria set
forth in section 110(i) of the M ne Act.

WHEREFORE, the notion for approval of settlenment is GRANTED,
and it is ordered that respondent pay a civil penalty of $150
wi thin 30 days of this order.

Roy J. Maurer
Adm ni strative Law Judge

Di stribution:

Javier |. Romanach, Esq., O fice of the Solicitor, U S.
Department of Labor, 4015 W/ son Boul evard, Room 516, Arlington,
VA 22203, (Certified Mil)

M. Sam Bl ankenshi p, President, Dixie Mning Conpany, Inc.,
P. O Box 909, Bristol, VA 24203 (Certified Mail)
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