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Pursgl ove No. 15 M ne

DECI SI ON APPROVI NG SETTLEMENT
Bef ore: Judge Broderick

On May 15, 1987, the parties filed a joint notion for
approval of a settlenent reached between them The above dockets
contain a total of 10 alleged violations of 30 CF. R Part 50 and
were originally assessed in the total amobunt of $400. The notion
proposes a settlement for the paynment of a total of $5000, or
$500 for each alleged violation.

On the alleged violations, five were originally assessed at
$20 each, four were assessed at $50 each, and one was
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assessed at $100. The notion states that the parties disagreed as
to the proper interpretation of the requirements of Part 50, but
t hat Consol agrees to conply with the broad intent of Part 50 and
MSHA' s interpretation thereof in the informational bulletin

i ssued in Decenber 1986. The settlement does not constitute an
adm ssion by Consol to any violation of the Act or the
regul ati ons or standards pronul gated thereunder, but for the

pur poses of the settlenent, Consol consents to a finding of the
exi stence of the alleged violations. Consol is a |arge operator
the violations were serious and the result of negligence. They
were abated in good faith. Consol has an average history of

viol ations for an operator of its size.

I have considered the motion in the light of the criteria in
section 110(i) of the Act, and conclude that it should be
approved.

Accordingly, the settlenment is APPROVED and Respondent is
ORDERED TO PAY the sum of $5000 within 30 days of the date of
this order.

Janmes A. Broderick
Adm ni strative Law Judge



